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were convinced that every man in America was
secured in all his rights, we should be ready to
sacrifice this substantial good to the phantom of
state sovereignty."

Lastly, these decisions brought a certain theo-
retical support to the Union. Marshall himself did
not regard the Constitution as a compact between
the States; if a compact at all, it was a compact
among individuals, a social compact. But a great
and increasing number of his countrymen took the
other view. How unsafe, then, it would have been
from the standpoint of one concerned for the in-
tegrity of the Union, to distinguish public con-
tracts from private on the ground that the former,
in the view of the Constitution, had less obligation!